
 

Environment protection 
act AMENDMENTS 
EFFECTIVE 1 July 2020

The new Environment Protection Amendment Act 2018 will change how Victoria regulates pollution, waste 
and contamination from businesses. 

What does this mean for breweries in Victoria?  

Irrespective of the size or scale or of your business, if you are producing industrial waste the new laws 
(effective from July 1st 2020) will apply to all Victorians. Industrial waste is defined as waste resulting from 
commercial, industrial or trade activities, or from laboratories.  

For breweries and/or brewpubs, this could cover waste streams such as: 

• Co-mingle recycling 
• General waste sent to landfill 
• Oil and grease from kitchen processes 
• Spent grain 
• Spent hops/Hot trub 
• Spent yeast 
• Contaminated brews for disposal 
• Expired stock for disposal 
• Chemical runoff from cleaning 

The general environmental duty (GED) is at the centre of the new Act. 

The same way that you have a duty of care to keep your workers safe under the Occupations Health and 
Safety (OHS) Laws, as a brewery/brewpub owner you also have a duty of care under the EPA Act to reduce 
the risk of your activities potentially harming the environment or human health through pollution or waste. 

Breweries need to better understand their waste streams from end to end and their obligations in reducing 
the risks these waste streams can have on the environment and people. 

The Act has been amended to give businesses with high environmental performance standards greater 
confidence they’re doing the right thing. The Act empowers EPA to bring those who are using poor 
practices up to standard by allowing for greatly increased fines and potential jail time for deliberate 
breaches and repeat offenders. 

Understand your level of risk. Have documented plans in place that will guide you through the steps you 
need to take in the event that your business does experience a non-complaint incident. 

For the vast majority of breweries/brewpubs, come July 1st 2020, it will just be business as usual. If you 
think it might be good to stay abreast of the changes, a great place to start in understanding the amended 
EPA Act is with some reading: https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/about-epa/laws/new-laws 

If you are still not sure about how your brewery/brewpub fits in with this revised legislation, talk to others 
member of the IBA about their experiences and learnings from moving towards more sustainable practices 
and engagement with sustainable supply chains.  
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